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“A stunning novel” following two families—one British, one Bengali—from the New York Times–

bestselling author of Sea of Poppies (The New Republic). Opening in Calcutta in the 1960s,

Amitav Ghosh’s radiant second novel follows an English family and a Bengali family as their

lives intertwine across the generations in both tragic and comic ways. The narrator, Indian born

and English educated, traces events back and forth in time, from the outbreak of World War II

to the late twentieth century, through years of Bengali partition and violence—observing the

ways in which political events invade private lives—in an “ambitious, funny, poignant” saga

(A. K. Ramanujan). “Amusing, sad, wise, and truly international in scope.” —The New York

Times Book Review
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christine beniwal, “I understood it and really enjoyed it, and hate to see the book end. I could

really not understand about the first 50 pages of this book, but when I finally realized what the

author was doing, I understood it and really enjoyed it, and hate to see the book end. Amitav

Ghosh is a great and talented writer, and quite inventive in how he intertwines so many

characters from so many unlikely places. Before reading this book, if you are a novice to

India's history during and after the partition, then you might want to study some of that before

reading this book since all the characters revolve around this one time in history and the affect

the partition had in the lives of those characters. I love Ghosh's writing, and have ordered

several of his other books to enjoy as well.”

Larry Howard, “A historical novel sat in a time that not much is known about;woven around a

character who's imagination wraps you in his mind. I listened to the book thru the audible

version.. the reader is really good and it's great to hear the correct pronunciation of names and

places. I have read Ghosh's Ibis Triology and 'The Glass Palace' and highly recommend them.

This book I had some trouble following as it jumps back and forth in time constantly but it's still

very good. His novels so far have all been historic and this is no exception and I got the sense

it was literally an autobiography. I would say to read the Ibis Triolgy first as you will absolutely

fall in love with this and learn a lot of history during the voyage. Then you might, like I am

doing, read all his writings. I can't say enough about the audible versions... it's as if they come

alive with the reader giving separate voices to males, females, young, old, Indian, English,

Chinese, etc...I awe at how they do this at speed.”

Pu CHIN Waide, “Very cleverly crafted and interwoven: character, space and time.. I found the

jumping around between time and place a bit disrupting to my own involvement with the

characters. On the other hand this was also a very interesting method of bringing those two

elements of the story together - rather original, almost like a stream of consciousness.I will

definitely recommend this book to my Bengali friends both sides of the Bengali divide.”



Aditya Dua, “A journey through space and time. This is a wonderful piece of work. I was off to a

slow start - but after the few pages I got so engrossed in the book, I couldn't put it down till I

had finished it. Events from different eras, and happening in different parts of the world are

beautifully woven into a coherent narrative. I was really impressed by this unique style of

traversing space and time in a non-linear fashion. The main characters are well etched out.The

book would be best appreciated by those who have spent time in India (and know of its unique

lifestyle!) and have also had a taste of the western world. However, it is a wonderfully told story,

and I would recommend it to one and all.”

Sally N Gardner, “an excellent read.. an excellent read ... the fascinating characters really come

to life as we journey through their joys and sorrows in this epic tale of fear, flight, love and

death - brilliant!”

pamela jones, “good novel. Ghosh is an excellent writer. This book is set in Calcutta and

London and weaves a very interesting story involving both of these locations. I recommend it.”

sarah bourne, “Superbly written. great story well told. The characters are well developed and

the plot interesting. I'm glad I don't have a grandmother like this one!”

FM, “Good. Not as good as 'River of Smoke' but enjoyable all the same. He's a fine writer and

it's worth reading”

H. Hizzard, “Four Stars. Fascinating, but not as rivetting as the Sea of Poppies series.”

The book by Amitav Ghosh has a rating of  5 out of 4.3. 600 people have provided feedback.
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